
HARRY E. THOMPSON, a well-known and successful shoe merchant of Kaukauna, Wisconsin, who 
is the proprietor of the oldest establishment in this line on the south side, has been intimately 
connected with civic affairs in Kaukauna during the past few years. Mr. Thompson was born in 
Norway, February 1, 1856, and came to the United States in 1871 with an uncle, on whose farm 
in Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, he worked during the summer months, while attending school 
during the winter time. In 1873 he went to Cato, Wisconsin, to learn the trade of shoemaker, 
and later was located at Alexandria, Minnesota, and Bismarck, North Dakota. After one year at 
the latter place he returned to Cato, from whence after a short period he came to Kaukauna 
and opened a shoe store, in 1884, in the Mills Block. In 1897, his increased trade demanding 
more space, he came to his present location, where he has a modern establishment, equipped 
with every convenience and facility known to the shoe trade. Mr. Thompson is possessed of 
much business ability, and his business has demanded much of his attention, but he has still 
found time to devote to public matters, and has served very acceptably as alderman and poor 
commissioner, and is now acting in the capacities of water commissioner and school treasurer. 
His fraternal connections are with the Modern Woodmen of America and the Masons. Mr. 
Thompson was married June 27, 1888, to Marion Haugen, of Valders, Wisconsin, and two 
children have been born to this union: Oscar T., who is a student at the University of 
Wisconsin, at Madison; and Marcella, aged fourteen, attending the public schools. Mr. and Mrs. 
Thompson are members of the Lutheran faith, but are attending the Congregational Church at 
Kaukauna. 
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