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CORNELIUS VAN OUDENHOVEN, who in addition to being the owner and operator of a fine forty-
acre farm in Grand Chute township, is extensively engaged in the manufacture of cheese, was 
born in what is now Vandenbroek (then Kaukauna) township, Outagamie county, Wisconsin, 
March 4, 1863, a son of Theodore and Mary (Van Hammond) Van Oudenhoven. Theodore Van 
Oudenhoven was born in Holland in 1815, and came to the United States in 1849, and his wife 
was born in the same country May 30, 1834, and emigrated to this country in 1851. The father 
located first at Detroit, Michigan, but after a short time removed to the copper fields, where 
he remained about one year, after which he came to Outagamie county and purchased a farm 
in Kaukauna township, on which he continued to operate until his death, December 20, 1890. 
His widow survived him until March 3, 1907. Cornelius Van Oudenhoven was the sixth child of 
his parents' family of fourteen, and his education was secured in school district No. 8, 
Kaukauna township. He was married June 6, 1894, to Anna Janssen, who was born in that 
township, June 4, 1873, daughter of John and Mary (Nussbaum) Janssen, the former born in 
Holland, September 22, 1844, and the latter in Germany, May 25, 1843. Mr. Janssen came to 
America in 1844, with his parents, the family settling in what was then Kaukauna township, and 
he grew to maturity on a farm in that locality. Later he himself became a landowner in 
Kaukauna township, and engaged in farming there until 1898, when he settled on a little tract 
of seven acres, which was his home until 1910. He then removed to Little Chute, and is now 
living retired in that village. Mr. Van Oudenhoven worked on the home farm with his father 
until he had reached his twenty-sixth year, when he went to the state of Oregon, working there 
as a farm hand for two years and then returning to the home farm for a like period. At this 
time he was married and rented a part of the old homestead, later buying his present property 
of forty acres, a part of which was his father's at one time. He operates this in a scientific way 
and makes a specialty of dairy farming. In 1906 Mr. Van Oudenhoven built a cheese factory with 
a capacity of 10,000 pounds of milk, and he received generally six or seven thousand pounds 
daily, manufacturing a high grade of American cheese which he markets in Appleton on the 
dairy board. His factory is equipped with the most modern appliances and his special brands 
are "Twins"' "Langham" and "Young America," making what the market seems to need. Mr. Van 
Oudenhoven is an expert in his line, and his product meets with a ready sale. 
Mr. and Mrs. Van Oudenhoven have had nine children, born as follows: Mary. born May 26, 
1895; Theodore, July 9, 1896; Katharine, April 21, 1898; Anthony, March 26, 1899; Minnie, 
November 9, 1901; Anna, August 23, 1903; Rosella, April 17, 1905; George, September 9, 1906; 
Christina, December 25, 1909. Mr. and Mrs. Van Oudenhoven are members of the Little Chute 
Roman Catholic Church. He is a democrat in politics, and has served two years as assessor. 
 
 

 

 
 


