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William Vandenberg 
 
Among the men who have contributed to the business enterprise and 
consequent growth and prosperity of De Pere, William Vandenberg is 
numbered. He was for many years an active factor in industrial and commercial 
circles here and his success as a grocer enabled him eventually to 
retire from active life, his acquired possessions being sufficient to supply him 
throughout his remaining days with all of the necessities and comforts of 
life. He was born March 6, 1844, in Holland. His father, Lawrence 
Vandenberg, was a native of the same country, born in 1796. He married 
Johanna De Wert, whose birth occurred in the land of the dikes 
in 1801. The paternal grandfather was William Vandenberg, a farmer by 
occupation, and thus it was that Lawrence Vandenberg early became familiar 
with agricultural pursuits. In the year 1853 he came with his wife and family 
to the United States, landing in New York city, whence he made his way 
to Ohio and afterward came to Wisconsin, settling in Green Bay, in 1854. 
His family subsequently lived at Freedom, Wisconsin, where he died November 
12, 1867. His wife survived him for a long period, passing away March 
25, 1885. 
William Vandenberg is the only survivor of a family of twelve children. 
His educational opportunities were limited, for at the age of twelve years 
he began providing for his own support by active work on the farm, devoting 
eleven years to agricultural pursuits. On the expiration of that period 
he came to De Pere and worked in the blast furnace of the Fox River Iron 
Company. He previously spent a year at Marinette. Michigan, but Brown 
county proved more attractive to him as a place of residence and he returned 
to this state. On leaving the Fox River Iron Company he secured a position 
in a woodenware factory at De Pere, with which he was connected for 
three years. During that period he carefully saved his earnings until his 
industry and economy had brought him sufficient capital to enable him to 
engage in business on his own account. He then opened a grocery store in 
West De Pere and for nineteen years conducted the business, thus becoming 
one of the oldest merchants of the city. He carried a well selected line 
of goods and his earnest desire to please his customers and his reasonable 
prices brought him a gratifying measure of success. He retired in April, 
1906, with a comfortable competence, which was the merited reward of his 
close application and unfaltering industry. 
.Mr. Yandenberg was united in marriage to Miss Odelia Van der Linden, 
who was born in Holland, a daughter of John and Mary Van der Linden, 
who crossed the Atlantic with the Vandenberg family. The marriage of Mr. 
and Mrs. Vandenberg was celebrated in Freedom, Wisconsin, and unto them 
were born ten children, of whom four yet survive: Lawrence W., a foundryman 
of De Pere, who married Delia Ternuzen and has five children ; Martin, 
a molder of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, who married Catherine Taylor and 
has two children ; Johanna, who is the wife of John Gevers, of De Pere and 
the mother of two children ; and Dora, at home. 
To the Catholic faith the family have always adhered and Mr. Vandenberg 
gives his political allegiance to the democratic party. He has held 
the office of alderman of the fourth ward of De Pere for a term and was 
county supervisor for three years. He ever discharged his official duties with 
promptness and fidelity, his public record being creditable to himself and 
highly satisfactory to his constituents. Throughout the period of his residence 
here he has been actuated by the progressive American spirit and his 
business affairs were so conducted as to win for him not only a substantial 
financial return but also an honored name. 


