
 

Ryan, Thomas Henry. History of Outagamie County, Wisconsin: Chicago: Goodspeed Historical Association, 1911. 
More information may be available at www.1familytree.com 

ALBERT A. WETTENGEL, secretary of the Schlafer Hardware Company of Appleton, Wisconsin, is 
one of the progressive and enterprising business men of this city. He was born in Appleton, 
December 27, 1872, a son of Frederick William and Henrietta (Sengstock) Wettengel. Frederick 
W. Wettengel was born August 15, 1836, and died in April, 1882. He was educated in his native 
city in Bavaria, Germany, serving his apprenticeship as a cabinetmaker. He came to America in 
1859, going directly to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. At the first call for volunteer troops at the start 
of the Civil War, Mr. Wettengel enlisted as a three-months' man, and after his service had been 
completed came to Appleton. He was married April 24, 1861, to Sophia Getschow, a native of 
Milwaukee, by whom he had three children, as follows: Lena, who married Charles Hehne, of 
Appleton; Elizabeth, who married F. W. Findenkeller, of Kaukauna; and Julia, who married 
August F. Kroenke, of Appleton. Mr. Wettengel's second marriage was to Henrietta Sengstock, 
in 1869, she having come to this country from Germany in 1868, preceding her parents, John F. 
and Anna (Moroch) Sengstock. To the second marriage there were born the following children: 
Carl, a machinist, died in Milwaukee in January, 1896; Albert A., of Appleton; Anna, at home; 
Fred F.; and George R., who is with his brother Fred in the insurance business in Appleton, was 
married to Eugenia A. Knuppel. After the death of her first husband Mrs. Wettengel was 
married March 18, 1883, to George Kirchner, who died in 1896, three children having been 
born: Flora and Edith, at home; and Louis G., a traveling salesman of Appleton. 
Albert A. Wettengel received a public and high school education, graduating from the Ryan 
High school in 1889. He taught for two terms in the country school, and on April 23, 1891, 
accepted the position of bookkeeper with the hardware firm of Schlafer, Barrett & Tesh. Upon 
the organization of the Schlafer Hardware Company, January 12, 1905, he was made secretary, 
which position he has since held. Mr. Wettengel is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the 
Sons of Veterans, is a Republican in politics, and a member and trustee of the Congregational 
Church. 


