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CARLOS O. WHIPPLE, superintendent of the metal manufacturing concern 

of Carson, Rowell & Company, at Appleton, Wisconsin, was born at 

Menasha, Wisconsin, in 1854, and is a son of Charles and Mary 

(Walker) Whipple, natives of Vermont. The father was a graduate from 

two colleges, and became president of one at Chester, Vermont. He 

came to Wisconsin in 1847, and located first in Milwaukee, later 

removing to Menasha. Charles Whipple was the first schoolteacher in 

both of these cities, taught various schools in both places, and was 

county and state superintendent for many years, dying in 1879, while 

his wife passed away in 1896. Both were members of the 

Congregational Church, and Mr. Whipple was a Republican in politics. 

They had three children: Thomas L., who is connected with the 

Appleton Traction Company; Carlos O.; and Mary T., superintendent of 

kindergartens at Menasha. By a former marriage, Charles Whipple had 

a son, Frank, who is now deceased. After securing a public school 

education in Menasha, Carlos O. Whipple went to Chicago and took a 

technical course, and as a young man was employed in the factory of 

the Menasha Woodenware Company. He later became connected with the 

stave factory at Appleton, where he arose to the position of 

superintendent, and after nine years with this concern went to 

Minnesota, where he took charge of a fiber plant. He there invented 

and had patented several valuable processes for manufacturing 

vulcanized fiber ware. In 1902 the firm of Carson, Rowell & Company 

was organized by J. A. Carson, D. G. Rowell, A. J. Hawes and Mr. 

Whipple, and on October 13, 1905, the firm was incorporated by the 

same officers, with Mr. Hawes, president; J. A. Carson, vice-

president and general manager; Mr. Rowell, secretary and treasurer, 

and Mr. Whipple, superintendent. This company manufactures crucible 

copper carbon metals, are the only manufacturers who make babbitt 

metal in the form of a round bar, and are the only manufacturers of 

crucible carbon babbitt metals in the United States. Their metals, 

through a special process owned by the company and invented by Mr. 

Whipple, are made with the idea of lasting longer, running cooler, 

showing a lower coefficient of friction and requiring less oil than 

any other known forms of babbitt metal, and this state of perfection 

has only been reached through years of experiment backed by trained 

knowledge in the art of metallurgy. The company does a business that 

aggregates on an average of $125,000 annually, the plant covers 

about a half-block and three skilled mechanics and a stenographer 

are employed. The product of this firm is disposed of principally to 

large jobbers, furnishing the babbitt metals for all of the United 

States Steel Company's mines, and marketing its goods in nearly 

every state in the Union. The metal is made in different grades, 

known as Marine, Special Genuine, Aurora, Niagara, National, Navy, 

Agricultural and Commercial Copper Carbon Metals, and also hardware 

metal, which the company guarantees as perfectly clean and 

thoroughly refined. The product of this company has been on the 

market for years, has been thoroughly tested on all kinds of 

machinery, and its excellence has been fully established by the 

satisfaction given to large consumers. 

 

In September, 1880, Mr. Whipple was married to Agnes May Wilder, who 

was born in Vermont, stepdaughter of Daniel Jones, and they have had 

three children: Wilder, assistant superintendent of an electric 
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plant at Seattle, Washington; George, a ranch owner of Tacoa, 

Washington, who died at the age of twenty-six years of typhoid 

fever; and Florence, who is attending school. Mr. Whipple is a 

member of the Knights of Pythias and the Woodmen. 

 


