
Harris George Curtis 
Born 1832 – Died 1914 

 
Harris George Curtis was born in Richmond, Canada East or Lower Canada, 
July 25, 1832. He was a young child when his parents George H. Curtis and 
Mary Thomas Curtis moved their family to Bangor, Franklin County, New York. 
His parents farmed while raising their family of Harris and his three sisters.  
Both parents were from New Hampshire of English ancestry. Harry received his 
early education in Bangor, graduating from the Franklin Academy where he 
began his life long love of books and learning.  He started teaching at the age of 
16 and taught for several years in New York before moving to Wisconsin.   
 
In 1854, he came to Outagamie County where he worked as a bookkeeper at 
the Shioc Mill, owned by Martin Rich a lumberman.  The mill was located about 
1-1/2 miles above Shiocten until shortly after 1855 when it was washed out.  
With the mill washed out, he engaged in general farming and was the proprietor 
of a hotel near the stone bridge.  Upon establishing a post office in Shiocten, 
Harris G. Curtis was appointed as its first postmaster.  He held that office from 
1869 to April 6, 1874.  Harry’s father, George H. Curtis came to the area shortly 
after Harris and opened a hotel above Shiocton. 
 
September 3rd 1854 Harris G. Curtis married Mercy M. Tabor, daughter of 
Luther Tabor and Hannah Gitchel Tabor both originally from Vermont.  Luther 
Tabor was a physician and his family had lived in Bangor, New York where 
Harris and Mercy met.   Harris and Mercy were the parents of five children, 
George Luther Curtis, Philinda Elisabeth Curtis, Mary Hannah Curtis, Harriet 
Adeline Curtis, and Myrtle Lorina Curtis.  All married and had families of their 
own.   
 
On September 28, 1861 it was reported in the newspaper that H. G. Curtis 
spoke at a war meeting held at the store of W. G. Jordon where the whole town 
turned out to listen to the ringing patriotic speeches by George E. Edmonds of 
Shawno and Harris G. Curtis.  After the rousing speech, quite a number of 
recruits were enlisted.  During the war H. G.  enlisted in Co. F, 22nd Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry, on Oct 1, 1864 he was discharged at the end of the war, May 
17, 1865.  H. G. was a member of the G.A.R. for many years.   
 
November 1871 the newspaper the “Post” reported the results of the election 
showing H. G. Curtis, a Republican, elected as Second Assemblyman.  He 
served as town supervisor of Bovina for a number of years and served the 



community as an U.S. Marshall.  Harris was counted among the prosperous, 
progressive and influential men in his community.  He moved to Appleton in 
1890, and then in 1898 he moved to a ninety-acre farm where he retired 
enjoying books and other literary pursuits. 
  

Harris G. Curtis was well known in the literary world, having 
published two volumes of poems, one in 1894 titled “Poems” 
and another in 1910, titled "Threads of Gold."  Both books 
were well received and given a great deal of praise. 
 
Harris’s wife, Mercy, died September 19, 1894.  Many of his 
poems reflect the deep love of his wife and family.  They 
reflect the love of his country, while recognizing the 
upheaval tearing his country apart and the tragedies of the 
civil war.   In his final years, he lived with his son, George 

Luther Curtis and his son’s wife Phebe Charlotte Sloat Curtis.  George was a 
veterinary surgeon.   
 
The following excerpt is from the book entitled “Shadows on the Wolf” that was 
compiled by the Shiocten History Project Committee and within the text are 
some of the Harris George Curtis’s words of wisdom.  
 

“The hardships of travel are difficult to imagine.  People were used to 
primitive, difficult conditions, but even such chores as laundry and food 
preparation, which was never easy at home, became exceedingly difficult.  
Oftentimes the trek from New York State to Wisconsin would last ninety days.  It 
was usually undertaken in winter using sleds or wagons with runners and extra 
wheels because even the perils of traveling in winter were preferable to the mud 
of spring and summer.  This meant that in addition to family members and 
belongings, feed for the animals had to be packed in the wagon.  Until several 
years after settlers first came here, there were no horses, only oxen.  The first 
pair of horses were brought in by Harris Curtis in the 1850’s. 

 It is usually thought that women had little to say about the situation, but 
Harris G. Curtis who came to Shiocton area in 1854, wrote in 1907: 
 “My most tender remembrances of pioneer life are of the heroic devotion 
and self sacrifice of the wives and mothers, many of whom had left homes of 
comfort and even luxury in the East—in pushing or leading their husbands and 
friends in the toils and hardships incident to the early settlement of having been 
the builders-in-chief of the foundations upon which we rest our comforts and 
luxuries possessed and enjoyed today” 

 



Early Sunday morning, August 23, 1914 Harris George Curtis died at the home 
of his son, Dr. George Curtis, 962 Atlantic Street, Appleton, Wisconsin from old 
age.  On July 25th he had celebrated his eighty-second birthday.  His obituary 
shows that he was survived by three children, Dr. George Curtis of Appleton, 
Mrs. Hattie Ayres of Superior, wife of Adelbert Ayres;  Mrs. Myrtle Mitchell of 

Lake View, Washington, wife of Mr. Curtis M. 
Mitchell.  There were seven grandchildren:  
Mildred Lucas, wife of George H. Lucas of 
Canada; Misses Ada Curtis of Appleton, 
Wisconsin; Misses Genevieve and Mildred 
Mitchell of Lake View, Washington; Ralph 
Cunningham of Tacoma, Washington; Bert Curtis 

of Minneapolis, Minnesota and Clinton Curtis of Menasha, Wisconsin.   
 
The funeral was held from the Curtis home on Atlantic Street at 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday morning and the Rev. Pearce officiated.  The interment was made 
at the Shiocten/Bovina Cemetery. 
 

This tombstone has four sides with H. G. 
Curtis on the left showing his wife’s 
information with his and the one on the right 
is Harris G. Curtis’s father and mother’s 
information.   
 
George Luther Curtis,  son of Harris Curtis  
is also Interred here in Shiocton-Bovina St. 
Denis Cemetery.  The Curtis plot is one of 
the older family plots and is near the front of 
the cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



George H. and Mary Thomas Curtis, parents of Harris George Curtis is buried 
here and gives information about them on the same tombstone.  On another 
side is information about Luther and Hannah Gitchell Tabor, parents of Mercy 
Tabor Curtis, H. G. wife. 
 
 
        
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


